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     This yearõs Passport to Prosperity Gala 

was genuinely an inspirational evening, one 

of those evenings in which the audience was 

touched by the thoughtful and exceptionally 

insightful presence of our honorees:  Suku 

Radia, Dr. Yogesh Shah, Ying Sa and Sol 

Varisco-Santini. 

     In reflecting on this yearõs celebration, 

Suku Radia quoted Oscar Handlinõs insights 

about immigrants when he wrote, òI once 

thought to write a history of immigrants in 

America.  Then I discovered that immi-

grants were the history of America.ó  As 

Suku went on to observe, òWe in this room 

are living confirmation of his discovery be-

cause every one of us is an immigrant or 

comes from a family that is the progeny of 

immigrants.ó 

     For the second year in succession the 

Gala event was a sell-out with 240 people in 

attendance.  The audience thanked each of 

the honorees for their extraordinary contri-

butions to Iowa:   

          - for the creation of jobs and busi-

nesses, which in the case of Ying Sa has led 

to the Immigration Entrepreneur Summit 

and the establishment of 86 new businesses 

in Iowa;  

          - toward the creation of a department 

of Global Health serving the needs of people 

throughout the world  in the case of Dr. 

Shahõs work at Des Moines University  

          - to the timely and helpful response to 

refugees in need of resources thanks to Sol 

Varisco-Santini and her work at Catholic 

Charities   

          - to the climate of philanthropy and 
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service thanks to the work of Suku Radia 

who Chaired this yearõs United Way of Cen-

tral Iowa Campaign 

     The Passport Gala also honored the Busi-

ness Record by presenting to them the Elinor 

Robson award, named in honor of the foun-

der of ICIU in 1938.  The Business Record 

earned this prestigious award for the design 

and publication of    òWelcome to Iowa,ó the 

first multi -lingual International Resource 

Guide ever produced in Iowa.  ICIU thanked 

the Business Record for its vision, its courage 

and its generosity in partnering with ICIU 

to produce the Guide. 

     The whole of the evening was special, 

made so in unique and wonderful ways.  Bal-

let Des Moines choreographed a special bal-

let from each of honoreesõ country of origin, 

a dance to honor Suku Radia from Uganda; 

to honor Ying Sa from China; to honor Dr. 

Shah from India and to honor Sol Varisco-

Santini from Argentina. An elegant menu 

with cuisine from each of the honoreesõ 

countries was served by Cydõs Catering. 

     Thanks to the generous contributions of 

sponsors and donors, Passport was able to 

raise over $40,000 to support the many pro-

grams and activities of ICIU.  The support is 

critical to our ability to respond to the needs 

of new immigrants and refugees as ICIU 

becomes the clearinghouse for international 

resources. 

     Our special thanks go to Gale Brubaker 

and Evelyn Rudich who Co-Chaired the 

event, to the Passport Committee, to our 

Board of Directors, to our staff and interns 

for making the event such a success. 

Passport to Prosperity, Something to Celebrate 
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Executive Directorôs Corner 

     As we reflect back over 2009, there are many 

events worthy of noting and of celebrating. It was 

the year we produced the first multi-lingual Inter-

national Resource Guide for Iowa.  Written in 

eight languages (Arabic, Bosnian, Mandarin Chi-

nese, Laotian, Spanish, Swahili, Vietnamese and 

English) the Guide was designed, published and 

made available online thanks to the generous 

partnership with the Business 

Record.   

     It was the year our Interna-

tional Visitors Program Man-

ager was honored as one of the 

top three programmers in the 

United States; the year in 

which we entertained the first delegation of visi-

tors from Iraq; the year in which we held our first 

training workshops for our interpreters and trans-

lators and also the first workshop for clients; the 

year in which we partnered with Pioneer to offer a 

monthly International Dialogue Series; the year in 

which we played an important role in the 50-year 

anniversary of Khrushchevõs visit to Iowa; the 

year in which we launched Iowa Global Connect 

toward our goal of becoming an informational 

clearinghouse on international issues; the year 

Passport to Prosperity had a very inspiring group 

of honorees and a record setting fundraising 

drive. 

     It was also a year in which we moved our head-

quarters to the Quality Inn, headquarters that are 
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Pictured: Dennis Dietz, Dr. Sergei 
Khrushchev and Dr. Judith Conlin. 

Pictured: Josie Shaw  and the ICIU 
staff with teddy bears donated for 
refugees. 

Pictured: ICIU staff, volunteers and 
interns at Passport to Prosperity. 

proving to be very nice and pleasant, offices that 

are furnished, thanks to Principal Financial, with 

desks, chairs and paneling; a year in which we 

were able to update our data base with software 

donated by Dennis and Sheila Dietz and to update 

our computers and software, thanks to Board 

Member Phil Krenc and donors. 

     It was a year to thank our extraordinary vol-

unteers, staff and interns.  

Special thanks to Dennis 

Dietz for assuming the 

Presidency of the Board 

and to each of the mem-

bers of the board.  Our 

thanks to the volunteers 

who opened their homes to provide warm and 

stimulating hospitality for our international visi-

tors.   

     Our thanks to the interns who committed 

thousands of hours of very hard and very produc-

tive work on projects ranging from helping to 

produce Newsletters, updating the website, fol-

lowing up with translation assignments to assist-

ing with the schedules of our international visi-

tors and decorating for Passport.   

     To Christina Sibouih, Deborah Lake, Cammeo 

Medici, Ashlee Stoddard and Stephanie Hingtgen, 

the brightest and hardest working staff with 

whom I have had the privilege of working, a huge 

thanks. 

 

òAs we reflect back 

over 2009, there are many 

events worthy of noting and of 

celebrating.ó 
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thesis at Harvard on the introduction of hybrid seed corn in the So-

viet Union. She later received a master's in Russian studies and a 

doctorate in Russian politics from Oxford University. Liz and Rachel 

Garst, granddaughters of Roswell and Elizabeth Garst. Liz was 

eight-years-old when Khrushchev visited in 1959. Rachel Garst, the 

director of the nonprofit technical assistance organization Creating 

Great Places, was the co-chair of the Khrushchev in Iowa 50 year 

commemoration. 
      The next speaker was International affairs scholar and Huffing-

ton Post columnist Gordon Goldstein who presented "Cold Warri-

ors: Kennedy and Khrushchev, the Relationship that Defined a Gen-

eration." Goldstein remarked on the two titular personalities who 

changed the Cold War, prevented a nuclear war and symbolized 

their respective cultures. His presentation coincided with the 50th 

anniversary of Nikita Khrushchev's visit to Iowa, and was the third 

event of the Pioneer-ICIU series to have ties to the Russian pre-

mier's famous trip.  

     Goldstein, author of "Lessons of Disaster: 

McGeorge Bundy and the Path to War in Viet-

nam," is the International Security Advisor to 

the Strategic Planning Unit of the Executive 

Office of the United Nations Secretary-General. 

He received his bachelor's, master's and doctor-

ate degrees in political science and international 

relations from Columbia University. He is a 

member of the Council on Foreign Relations. Goldstein's work has 

appeared in The New York Times, Newsweek and The Washington 

Post. 

     The sixth Pioneer-ICIU dialogue featured Peiqin Zhou, an associ-

ate professor and deputy chair in the Department of Sociology in the 

School of Social and Behavioral Study at Nan-

jing University in the Peopleõs Republic of 

China. She was a visiting Fulbright scholar at 

Drake University. She received her doctorate 

in mass communication from The University 

of Alabama and her masterõs degree in jour-

nalism and bachelorõs degree in Chinese linguistics and literature 

from Nanjing University. Her research specialties are mass media 

and society. She has been published in the Journal of Advertising, 

Journal of Communication, China Media Research and Film Art. She has 

also published several book chapters on social effects of media and 

presented many research papers at international conferences. 

     Zhou spoke about Chinaõs Internet censorship system and the 

     Continuing in a long tradition of education, open forums and 

international understanding, Pioneer Hi-Bred and ICIU hosted a 

series of international dialogues focused on Iowaõs personal and 

organizational connections abroad. Here is review of the first nine 

presenations.  

     The series kicked off with Charles Montgom-

ery, a Senior Managing Attorney for Mid-

American Energy who serves as Treasurer of the 

U.S. Center for Citizen Diplomacy, focusing on 

building international relations through person-to

-person relationships. 

     Mr. Charles Montgomery offered a presentation and discussion 

on his experiences during his trip to Baghdad, meeting the Iraqi 

President, Deputy Prime Minister, U.S. Major General and the 

U.S. Ambassador to Iraq.   

      Our second speaker was one of our 2009 

Passport to Prosperity honorees. Dr. Yogesh 

Shah addressed the question òWhy Global 

Health?ó Shah, M.D., is Associate Dean of the 

Department of Global Health at Des Moines 

University, a position which responds to the 

growing interest in international medicine. He 

is triple board certified in Family Medicine, 

Geriatrics, and Hospice and Palliative Medicine. He investigated 

many challenges of global health, how Iowans are reaching out to 

make connections across the world and what Des Moines Univer-

sity is doing to train future health care providers.  

     The third installment of the monthly presentations was on 

theme of òMultiple Russias." Kieran D. Williams discussed the lack 

of change in the portrayal of Russia by mainstream media despite 

the fact fifty years have passed since Nikita Khrushchevõs famous 

visit to Iowa. Williams is a political science 

lecturer at Drake University. In discussing 

the notion of "Multiple Russias" she investi-

gated the mainstream media perceptions of 

Russia and the more subtle internal politics. 

Before arriving at Drake, Williams taught at 

the School of Slavonic and East European 

Studies at University College London, the 

largest in the U.K. for the study of central, eastern and southeast-

ern Europe and Russia. 

     With the focus on Russia continuing, the Dialogue series 

hosted a panel to relate personal insights and historical perspec-

tives that illustrated Iowa's proud tradition of internationalism. 

The panel discussed  Russian Premier Nikita Khrushchev's historic 

1959 visit to Iowa, and featured: 

Harry Bookey, a Des Moines real estate developer and owner of 

BH Equities who was present during Khrushchev's visit to the 

Bookey meat processing plant. Laura Belin, who wrote her senior 

Pioneer-ICIU Intôl Dialogue Series Engages Des Moines Professionals 


